
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville hosted the 2015 SGC Interna-
tional Conference in Knoxville, March 18-21, attracting 1,600 people 
from 49 states and 12 countries for 4 days of conference programs 
and exhibitions. Faculty, staff, current students and our alumni all 
played important roles in the success of the conference. Most of the 
photographs accompaning this newsletter are from the conference 
Instagram site at: #sgci2015. The conference web site serves as a 
significant archive of the proceedings: http://web.utk.edu/~sphere/
Pages/Home.html 
 
ALUMNI 

As part of the conference, Sarah Suzuki from the Museum of Modern 
Art, curated “CNTRL+P: Printmaking in the 21st Century by Univer-
sity of Tennessee Alumni,” an exhibition held in the Ewing Gallery. 
Suzuki’s key-note address and the show were featured on Printerest-
ing.org: http://archive.printeresting.org/2015/04/01/sgci-2015-
hic-sunt-dracones/ 

Crystal Wagner (MFA 2008) has been awarded a $25,000 grant 
from the Pollock-Krasner Foundation. A blog in The New York Times 
featured “Wild Efflux,” at Viacom in Times Square: http://tmagazine.
blogs.nytimes.com/2015/06/15/crystal-wagner-wild-efflux-via-
com/?_r=0 

Shaurya Kumar (MFA 2007) has been awarded a “Faculty of the 
Year Award” from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago where he 
teaches in the Department of Printmedia. 

Bryan Baker (MFA 2003) and Sarah Shebaro (MFA 2008) have 
returned from Detroit and New York to establish Striped Light, a 
letterpress and community arts studio in Knoxville: http://www.
stripedlight.com/ 
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Lee Marchaolins (MFA 2003) has moved from New York to Detroit 
where she is a Printer-in-Residence at Signal Return Press: http://
www.signalreturnpress.org/our-team/ 

Leslie Grossman (MFA 2012) is now the Administrative Coordina-
tor at Crane Arts, LLC in Philadelphia, PA: http://cranearts.com 

Emmy Lingscheit (MFA 2012), Assistant Professor at the University 
of Illinois has a residency this summer at the Kohler Arts Industry 
Program in Sheboygan, Wisconsin pursuing ceramic sculptural work.  
Emmy and Guen Montogomery  (MFA 2012), a Clinical Assistant 
Professor at the University of Illinois were married this past summer. 
UTK faculty member Emily Bivens facilitated the ceremony.

Katie Ries (MFA 2010), Assistant Professor at St. Norbert College in 
DePere, Wisconsin has been awarded a National Endowment for the 
Arts Grant of $10,000 to support an ecological arts residency pro-
gram: http://www.snc.edu/news/pressrelease/2778/

Hannah Skoonberg (MFA 2014) has been awarded a tenure-track 
position teaching printmaking at Santa Rosa Junior College in Santa 
Rosa, California.

Jen Scheuer (MFA 2014) has completed her first year as the Print-
making Technician at Cornell University, Ithaca, NY.  

Raluca Iancu (MFA 2015) received the 2015 Frogman’s Print and 
Paper Workshop Graduate Fellowship at the University of South 
Dakota in July 2015. http://www.ralu.ca   

Rich Gere (MFA 1992) has recently completed his first year as chair 
of the Department of Art at Texas A&M University Corpus Christi 
where he was also promoted to full professor. 

Laurie Fitzpatrick (BFA 1987) was promoted to full time Lec-
turer Temple University’s Fox School of Business where she teaches 
business writing. She started a program there that brings together 
students from art and business to swap skills.

Josh Smith (BFA 1998) has a solo exhibition at MARCO Museo d’Arte 
Contemporanea (Testaccio) in Rome, Italy. http://en.museomacro.
org/mostre_ed_eventi/mostre/josh_smith 

Eun Lee (BFA 2000) received the Honorary Member of the Council 
Award from SGC International for her years of service.



Deb Chaney (BFA 2000) relocated her press Deb Chaney Editions 
to a new studio in Brooklyn last year and is busy producing proj-
ects with Ibrahim Miranda, Monica Cook, and Ben Jeans Houghton: 
http://www.debchaneyeditions.com/  

Ben Fox-McCord (BFA 2009) completed his MFA degree at Tulane 
University, New Orleans, LA: http://benfoxmccord.com/  

Craig Branum (BFA 2010) has completed his MFA from the Univer-
sity of New Orleans and has recently moved to New York City. 

CURRENT STUDENTS

Our web site includes information about all of our current graduate 
students at: http://art.utk.edu/printmaking/mfa/mfa_about.html  

Our graduate students have been very active, exhibiting their work 
in over 15 national and international juried exhibitions the past year, 
including shows in Tiawan, China, Bulgaria and Portugal. In addition 
to playing key roles in the 2015 SGC International Conference, they 
presented papers last year at the MAPC Conference in Detroit and 
SECAC Conference in Sarasota, Florda. 

Graduate student B. J. Alumbaugh was awarded the 2015 SGC Inter-
national Graduate Fellowship ($1,000). The internationally competi-
tive fellowship will support a project that he will complete during 
his thesis year, and will be exhibited at the 2016 SGC International 
Conference in Portland, Oregon next March. 

Graduate student Kelsey Stephenson received a University of Ten-
nessee Thomas Penely Fellowship ($10,000) to support her work 
during her (2015-2016) thesis year.

Graduate student Jade Hoyer co-organized “First Year Framework,” 
an exchange portfolio that was exhibited in September 2014 at the 
MAPC Conference in the U245 Gallery at the College for Creative 
Studies in Detroit.  

Jade Hoyer was recently appointed as the (2015-2016) student 
board member of SGC International.

Graduate students Jessica Gatlin and Abigail Lucien collaborated to 
create Nature’s Intent™, a fictional cosmetic company specializing in 
hair care for an “acceptably natural woman.” The project investigates 
concepts of contemporary beauty standards, cultural identity and the 



history of media representation of women of color. Nature’s Intent™ 
was featured at the 2015 SGCI Conference Product Fair as part of  
Prints in Peculiar Places: http://abigaillucien.com/Abigail-Lucien-
Nature-s-Intent 

Jade Hoyer and Tatiana Potts worked with the Knoxville Museum 
of Art as part of a National Endowment for the Arts Grant to facilitate 
a printmaking installation for high school students from Fulton High 
School to correspond with the exhibition “Lift: Printmaking in the 
Third Dimension.” 

Summer pursuits by our current graduate students include:
• Abigail Lucien has an assistantship at the Fabric Workshop and 
Museum in Philadelphia.
• Jessica Gatlin is a shop assistant at the Arrowmont School of 
Art and Crafts in Gatlinburg.
• Keely Snook received travel support through the UT School of 
Art  to participate in a two-week session on walking and social 
practice in art at Mildred’s Lane in Pennsylvania. 
• Elysia Mann received a Dr. Judith Temple Scholarship to attend 
a site-specific weaving class at the Arrowmont School of Arts and 
Crafts in Gatlinburg. 
• Jade Hoyer is working as an artist assistant at Cave Paper, in 
Minneapolis, MN. Jade and fellow TMD graduate student Meg 
Erlewine received a ($1500) grant to participate in DownStreet 
Art, in North Adams, MA. DownStreet Art is public arts festival 
organized by the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts’ Berkshire 
Cultural Resource Center, the city of North Adams, the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, and MASS MoCA. 
• As part of our program linkage, BJ Alumbaugh and Tatianna 
Potts were Artists-in-Residence in May and June at the Eugeniusz 
Geppart Academy of Fine Arts in Wrocław, Poland.

Current BFA student Dan Hood was awarded a Charles Pfitzer Travel 
Grant through the UTK School of Art for his “Barriers” project, which 
involves making a “pop-up” exhibition of his prints and sculptures at 
24 different galleries, alternate spaces and festivals across the US and 
Canada. To learn more see: http://dbhood.com/ 

OTHER NEWS

Incoming graduate student Johanna Winters, Emmy Ashton Lud-
den (MFA 2013), Emmy Lingscheit (MFA 2012), and faculty mem-
ber Beauvais Lyons are part of  “A Curious Bestiary,” an exhibition in 
July 2015 at Davidson Galleries in Seattle, Washington. 



FACULTY

Beauvais Lyons received a 2014 Individual Artist Award ($5,000) 
from the Santo Foundation. This past spring his new traveling exhibi-
tion “Envisioned Worlds: Lithographs from the Hokes Archives” was 
shown at Webster University’s Hunt Gallery in St. Louis, Missouri and 
his “Association for Creative Zoology” project was exhibited at Middle 
Tennessee University’s Todd Gallery in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. In 
May and June he was a UTK Affiliated Fellow at the American Acad-
emy in Rome. This summer, he and his wife Diane Fox are presenting 
a two-person exhibition of their natural history themed work at the 
Huntsville Museum of Art, Huntsville, Alabama. 

Althea Murphy-Price was promoted  to Associate Professor with 
tenure.  In the fall she had a solo exhibition at the Turchin Art Cen-
ter in Boone, North Carolina and later a solo exhibit at University of 
South Dakota where she also served as a visiting artist.  In the Febru-
ary she welcomed the birth of her second child and daughter Emery. 

Koichi Yamamoto had work selected for Premio Leonardo Sciascia 
E’stampes, an international exhibition of intaglio prints that will 
tour through Italy over the next year. In January, his recent work was 
exhibited at Gallery Shoal Creek, in Austin, Texas and in April he was 
a visiting artist at Ohio State University. His large-scale monotypes 
were commissioned by Fairmont Jakarta, a hotel in Indonesia. 

2015-2016 VISITING ARTISTS+SCHOLARS

• Yuji Hiratsuka, Thursday September 17, 2015, 7:30pm
• Susan Tallman, Thursday October 8, 2015, 7:30pm
• Katarina Burin, Monday February 15, 2016, 5:30pm

SEND US UPDATES! 

We always want to hear from you. Our UTK Printmaking Facebook 
page is a good place to post projects and activities. Also, make sure 
your listing on the UTK Printmaking web site is current, and send 
any news or updates to: blyons@utk.edu.

• http://art.utk.edu/printmaking/index.html
• https://www.facebook.com/groups/226696087258/ 


